
MEF-SNCP Certified Professional Exam Resources
The MEF-SNCP exam attests and formally certifies that the successful candidate has vendor-neutral knowledge, skills, and abilities in the major domains 
of software defined networking (SDN) and Network Functions Virtualization (NFV). This certification exam presupposes foundational knowledge in 
computer networking practices and technologies, which can be validated by the MEF Networking Foundations (MEF-NF) certification exam (note: the MEF 
Networking Foundations certification is a suggested, but not a mandatory prerequisite, for the MEF-SNCP certification exam. As regards the cognitive 
difficulty or intellectual rigor of the MEF-SNCP certification exam, it is a professional-level (operator, engineer) level certification examination for technical 
professionals attesting to professional, practitioner-level mastery of the content domains. The content domains are structured about the major tasks in 
operating SDN and NFV—planning, deploying, and managing.

To pass the MEF-SNCP exam, a foundational knowledge of computer networking is assumed, with specific familiarity with various conceptual models of 
networking (OSI, Internet, etc.) and technologies also required. Such knowledge is formally validated by the CompTIA Network+™ certification 
examination. Additionally, the MEF Network Foundations certification training and exam is a thorough introduction to SDN and NFV. At least two years’ 
familiarity with the technologies of SDN/NFV are recommended. Resources that would be helpful include publications on networking, as well as 
foundational certifications in networking from Cisco, Citrix, CompTIA, Juniper, or Microsoft, and materials freely available from MEF, Open Networking 
Foundation, ETSI-NFV, and SDN/NFV projects from The Linux Foundation.

Minimally Qualified Candidate (MQC)

The Minimally Qualified Candidate (MQC) determination is integral to a valid and reliable certification exam. This main character must be clearly-defined 
before starting the exam development project. From designing the blueprint, composing test questions to identifying the passing score, the MQC Profile 
provides subject matter experts (SMEs) with a mental picture to help them determine the point of separation between minimally-proficient and less-than-
proficient qualifications. The MEF SDN/NFV MQC has the knowledge of foundational networking technology (as validated by the CompTIA Network+ 
certification, the MEF Network Foundations certification, or their equivalent), and has likely managed computer or telecom networks for 3-4 years. The 
MQC possesses vendor-neutral skills in software-centric networking technologies. The MQC will typically have experience in one or more of the areas of 
network operations, network design, network architecture, product management, and sales engineering. The MQC is expected to complete these tasks 
without assistance:

Create conceptual-level designs for SDN and /or NFV solutions (independent of technology)
Explain how SDN and NFV complement and reinforce each other
Explain the concept of a service chain
Determine required SDN controller functionality
Explain the interfaces and functionality of SDN and NFV components
Identify the various components in an SDN/NFV system
Select products for networking services based on the business requirements using SDN/NFV
Explain the three levels of SDN as defined in the MEF Network Foundations examination blueprint
Explain the various SDN frameworks
Anticipate potential issues and determine how to prevent them
Describe the steps when integrating a new network element/network function into an SDN/NFV domain

The MQC is expected to participate in these tasks with substantial guidance, mentoring, or instruction:

Implement an SDN/NFV solution
Implement a service chain
Troubleshoot SDN/NFV technologies when they break or are misconfigured
Choose and install an SDN controller
Select an SDN and NFV ecosystem based on the functional requirements of the services each will carry
Integrate a new network element/network function into an SDN/NFV domain
Capacity planning/dimensioning/scale in and scale out of network functions and SDN controllers

The MQC is should be able to perform these tasks, or to define these terms, which are below the knowledge, skills, and abilities assessed on this exam:

Definitions of SDN, characteristics of SDN solutions, evolution, benefits, challenges in deployment, scenario & implementation analysis, 
understanding the components involved in an SDN solution. This knowledge is concept-level only.
Definitions of NFV, characteristics of NFV solutions, evolution, benefits, challenges in deployment, scenario & implementation analysis, security, 
understanding the components involved in an NFV solution. This knowledge is concept-level only.

The MQC may be able to perform these tasks, but it is not expected at this level:

Software development
Hardware design
Develop and program an SDN application or controller service
Develop and program a network function
Onboard a virtual network function
Complete network design of an operator network

The MQC should be familiar with these tools:

Packet analyzer
Network simulator/emulator
Desktop Hypervisor

The MQC should be comfortable working in these environments:

Virtualization environments
Production network environment
Telecom industry
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